St Mary of Charity
The Benefice of Faversham
Second Sunday before Lent

16 February 2020
Welcome to the beautiful church
of St Mary of Charity. Please do
stay for a drink and fellowship. If
you are here for the first time,
please make yourself known to
one of the clergy.
For our prayers:

















the St Mary of Charity clergy team
and lay ministry and all whose
ministry is in Faversham and the
Ospringe Deanery;
those affected by ‘natural
disasters’ and extreme weather in
the world;
refugees throughout the world;
the bereaved;
those elected to represent us in
local councils or parliament;
those who work in disaster relief;
those affected by the Grenfell
Tower fire;
those who are homeless or
vulnerably housed;
those who are experiencing
financial hardship;
those who work for the emergency
services;
those who volunteer their time to
help others;
those who are receiving medical
treatment;
the people of Syria, Iraq, Iran and
Afghanistan; and
all who live in fear of violence and
aggression.

9 am Matins
10.30 am Family Eucharist (CW)
Readings:
Genesis 1:1-23
Romans 8:18-25
Matthew 6:25-34
COLLECT:
Almighty God,
you have created the heavens
and the earth
and made us in your own image:
teach us to discern your hand
in all your works
and your likeness in all your children;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns
supreme over all things,
now and for ever.
Amen

Next Sunday:
Sunday next before Lent
Exodus 24:12-18
2 Peter 1:16-21
Matthew 17:1-9

9 am Matins
Responses
Psalm
Canticles
Anthem
Opening
Offertory

Ferial
148
Venite & Jubilate
All things bright and beautiful; Rutter
Morning has broken 545
All creatures of our God 532 omit 5&6


Morning has broken, like the first morning ;
blackbird has spoken, like the first bird.
Praise for the singing ! Praise for the morning !
Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word !
Sweet the rain's new fall sunlit from heaven,
like the first dewfall on the first grass.
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,
sprung in completeness where his feet pass.
Mine is the sunlight ! Mine is the morning
born of the one light Eden saw play !
Praise with elation, praise every morning,
God's re-creation of the new day !
All creatures of our God and King,
lift up your voice and with us sing,
Alleluia, alleluia !
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
thou silver moon with softer gleam :
O praise him, O praise him,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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Thou rushing wind that art so strong,
ye clouds that sail in heaven along,
O praise him, alleluia !
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice ;
ye lights of evening, find a voice :
Thou flowing water, pure and clear,
make music for thy Lord to hear,
Alleluia, alleluia !
Thou fire, so masterful and bright,
that givest us both warmth and light :
Dear mother earth, who day by day
unfoldest blessings on our way,
O praise him, alleluia !
The flowers and fruits that in thee grow,
let them his glory also show:
Let all things their creator bless,
and worship him in humbleness ;
O praise him, alleluia !
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit, Three in One :
O praise him, O praise him,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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Old Testament

Genesis 1:1-23

In the beginning when God created the
heavens and the earth, the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the face
of the deep, while a wind from God swept
over the face of the waters. Then God said,
‘Let there be light’; and there was light. And
God saw that the light was good; and God
separated the light from the darkness. God
called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and
there was morning, the first day.
And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the
midst of the waters, and let it separate the
waters from the waters.’ So God made the
dome and separated the waters that were
under the dome from the waters that were
above the dome. And it was so. God called
the dome Sky. And there was evening and
there was morning, the second day.
And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky
be gathered together into one place, and let
the dry land appear.’ And it was so. God
called the dry land Earth, and the waters that
were gathered together he called Seas. And
God saw that it was good. Then God said,
‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants
yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on
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earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.’ And it
was so. The earth brought forth vegetation:
plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees
of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it.
And God saw that it was good. And there
was evening and there was morning, the
third day.
And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the
dome of the sky to separate the day from the
night; and let them be for signs and for
seasons and for days and years, and let
them be lights in the dome of the sky to give
light upon the earth.’ And it was so. God
made the two great lights – the greater light
to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the
night – and the stars. God set them in the
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth,
to rule over the day and over the night, and
to separate the light from the darkness. And
God saw that it was good. And there was
evening and there was morning, the fourth
day.
And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth
swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly
above the earth across the dome of the sky.’
So God created the great sea monsters and
every living creature that moves, of every
kind, with which the waters swarm, and every
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winged bird of every kind. And God saw that
it was good. God blessed them, saying, ‘Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.’
And there was evening and there was
morning, the fifth day.
And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living
creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping
things and wild animals of the earth of every
kind.’ And it was so. God made the wild
animals of the earth of every kind, and the
cattle of every kind, and everything that
creeps upon the ground of every kind. And
God saw that it was good.
Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in
our image, according to our likeness; and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the birds of the air, and over the
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the
earth, and over every creeping thing that
creeps upon the earth.’
So God created humankind in his image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.
God blessed them, and God said to them,
‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of
the sea and over the birds of the air and over
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every living thing that moves upon the earth.’
God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the
earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit;
you shall have them for food. And to every
beast of the earth, and to every bird of the
air, and to everything that creeps on the
earth, everything that has the breath of life, I
have given every green plant for food.’ And it
was so. God saw everything that he had
made, and indeed, it was very good. And
there was evening and there was morning,
the sixth day.
Thus the heavens and the earth were
finished, and all their multitude. And on the
seventh day God finished the work that he
had done, and he rested on the seventh day
from all the work that he had done. So God
blessed the seventh day and hallowed it,
because on it God rested from all the work
that he had done in creation.
Here ends the Lesson.
Epistle

Romans 8:18-25

I consider that the sufferings of this present
time are not worth comparing with the glory
about to be revealed to us. For the creation
waits with eager longing for the revealing of
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the children of God; for the creation was
subjected to futility, not of its own will but by
the will of the one who subjected it, in hope
that the creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to decay and will obtain the
freedom of the glory of the children of God.
We know that the whole creation has been
groaning in labour pains until now; and not
only the creation, but we ourselves, who
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly while we wait for adoption, the
redemption of our bodies. For in hope we
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not
hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But
if we hope for what we do not see, we wait
for it with patience.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Reading

Matthew 6:25-34

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Saint Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus taught his disciples, saying: ‘Therefore
I tell you, do not worry about your life, what
you will eat or what you will drink, or about
your body, what you will wear. Is not life
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more than food, and the body more than
clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns,
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.
Are you not of more value than they? And
can any of you by worrying add a single hour
to your span of life? And why do you worry
about clothing? Consider the lilies of the
field, how they grow; they neither toil nor
spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his
glory was not clothed like one of these. But if
God so clothes the grass of the field, which is
alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the
oven, will he not much more clothe you—
you of little faith? Therefore do not worry,
saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we
drink?” or “What will we wear?” For it is the
Gentiles who strive for all these things; and
indeed your heavenly Father knows that you
need all these things. But strive first for the
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and
all these things will be given to you as well.
So do not worry about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will bring worries of its own.
Today’s trouble is enough for today.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Puppet Training Day
at St Mary of Charity Church
of England Primary School
Saturday, 14 March 2020
10 am - 4.30 pm
A practical day of opportunities to develop your
skills, find resources and be inspired
with new ideas.
Please see posters for information.

Leading Prayers
at St Mary of Charity Church
of England Primary School
Saturday, 21 March 2020
10 am - 12:30 pm
An inspiring, informative, interactive training
session for anyone leading intercessions in
church services, or interested in doing so.
Please see the monthly notice sheets for details.

10

Thank you everyone who helped with, contributed to or
came along to the Coffee Morning and cake sale
(with Table Top Bring & Buy) on Saturday, 8 February, or
bought cakes on Sunday morning.
It was pleasantly busy and a great showing of fellowship!

Flower Festival - 8, 9 and 10 May
Volunteer welcomers will be needed
for the flower festival.
If anyone can help for a couple of
hours, please contact Victor Frith on
(01795) 590588 or
victor.frith@btinternet.com.
No knowledge of the history of the
church is needed.
11

Mike Taylor, a regular at our Wednesday morning
services and coffee mornings, has sent a card to
thank all at St Mary of Charity for their support and
kindness following Kate’s accident last week.
The card is at the back of the church if anyone
would like to read it.

First
Sunday

Eucharist
9 am (CW with
hymns)

Second
Sunday

9 am

Third
Sunday

9 am Matins

Fourth
Sunday

9 am

Eucharist
(BCP said)

Eucharist
(BCP said)

10.30 am

All Age
Worship
Family-friendly
service

6 pm

Choral
Evensong

10.30 am Parish Eucharist
10.30 am

Family Eucharist
Family-friendly service

10.30 am Parish Eucharist

Fifth
NO EARLY SERVICE AT
Sunday (if ANY BENEFICE CHURCH 10 am
applicable)

Benefice Eucharist CW
Please check for details on which
church this will be held at

Notices for Monthly Notice Sheet to Catriona by
Tuesday, 25 February, very latest!
01795 530553
admin@stmaryofcharity.org
All worship songs reproduced under CCL 89147
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