
St Mary of  Charity 
The Benefice of  Faversham 

Presentation of  Christ in the Temple 

2 February 2020 

9 am Eucharist (CW) with hymns 
10.30 am All Age Worship 

6 pm Choral Evensong  

Readings:  

Malachi 3:1-5 
Hebrews 2:14-18 

Luke 2:22-40 

COLLECT: 

Almighty and ever-living God, 
clothed in majesty, 
whose beloved Son 

was this day presented in the Temple, 
in substance of our flesh: 

grant that we may be presented to you 
with pure and clean hearts, 

by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

Next Sunday: 

Third Sunday before Lent 
Isaiah 58:9-9a(10-12) 

1 Corinthians 2:1-12(13-16) 

Matthew 5:13-20 

Welcome to the beautiful church 
of St Mary of Charity.  Please do 
stay for a drink and fellowship.  If 

you are here for the first time, 
please make yourself known to 

one of the clergy. 

For our prayers: 

 the St Mary of Charity clergy team 

and lay ministry and all whose 

ministry is in Faversham and the 

Ospringe Deanery; 

 those affected by ‘natural 

disasters’ and extreme weather in 

the world; 

 refugees throughout the world; 

 the bereaved; 

 those elected to represent us in 

local councils or parliament; 

 those who work in disaster relief; 

 those affected by the Grenfell 

Tower fire; 

 those who are homeless or 

vulnerably housed; 

 those who are experiencing 

financial hardship; 

 those who work for the emergency 

services; 

 those who volunteer their time to 

help others; 

 those who are receiving medical 

treatment; 

 the people of Syria, Iraq, Iran and 

Afghanistan; and 

 all who live in fear of violence and 

aggression. 
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9 am   Eucharist (CW) with hymns 

Opening: Hail to the Lord who comes  

Offertory: Father hear the prayer we offer    

Closing:  Faithful vigil ended    

 

6 pm   Choral Evensong 

Introit: Jesu, the very thought of Thee; Vittoria 

Responses Reading 

Psalm  24 

Canticles: Dyson in F 

Anthem Lift up your heads; Mathias 

Hymn Hail to the Lord who comes    

Hail to the Lord who comes, 

      comes to his temple gate, 

not with his angel host, 

      not in his kingly state:  

no shouts proclaim him nigh, 

      no crowds his coming wait. 

But borne upon the throne 

      of Mary's gentle breast, 

watched by her duteous love, 

      in her fond arms at rest ;  

thus to his Father's house 

      he comes, the heavenly guest. 



3 

 

There Joseph at her side 

      in reverent wonder stands;  

and, filled with holy joy, 

      old Simeon in his hands 

takes up the promised child, 

      the glory of all lands. 

O Light of all the earth, 

      thy children wait for thee:  

come to thy temples here, 

      that we, from sin set free, 

before thy Father's face 

      may all presented be. 

 

Father, hear the prayer we offer:  

      not for ease that prayer shall be, 

but for strength that we may ever 

      live our lives courageously. 

Not for ever in green pastures 

      do we ask our way to be;  

but the steep and rugged pathway 

      may we tread rejoicingly. 

Not for ever by still waters 

      would we idly rest and stay;  

but would smite the living fountains 

      from the rocks along our way. 
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Be our strength in hours of weakness, 

      in our wanderings be our guide;  

through endeavour, failure, danger, 

      Father, be thou at our side. 

 

Faithful vigil ended, 

   watching, waiting cease;  

Master, grant your servant 

   his discharge in peace. 

All the Spirit promised, 

   all the Father willed, 

now these eyes behold it 

   perfectly fulfilled. 

This your great deliverance 

   sets your people free;  

Christ their light uplifted 

   all the nations see. 

Christ, your people's glory !  

   Watching, doubting cease:  

grant to us your servants 

   our discharge in peace. 
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Old Testament  Malachi 3:1-5 

Thus says the Lord God: See, I am sending my 

messenger to prepare the way before me, and the 

Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his 

temple.  The messenger of the covenant in whom 

you delight – indeed, he is coming, says the LORD 

of hosts.  But who can endure the day of his 

coming, and who can stand when he appears?  For 

he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will 

sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 

purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like 

gold and silver, until they present offerings to the 

LORD in righteousness.  Then the offering of Judah 

and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in 

the days of old and as in former years. 

Then I will draw near to you for judgement; I will be 

swift to bear witness against the sorcerers, against 

the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, 

against those who oppress the hired workers in 

their wages, the widow, and the orphan, against 

those who thrust aside the alien, and do not fear 

me, says the LORD of hosts.  

Here ends the Lesson. 

Epistle Hebrews 2:14-18 

Since the children share flesh and blood, Jesus 

himself likewise shared the same things, so that 

through death he might destroy the one who has 

the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those 
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who all their lives were held in slavery by the 

fear of death.  For it is clear that he did not 

come to help angels, but the descendants of 

Abraham.  Therefore he had to become like his 

brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he 

might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the 

service of God, to make a sacrifice of 

atonement for the sins of the people.  Because 

he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is 

able to help those who are being tested.    

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading Luke 2:22-40 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

according to Saint Luke 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

When the time came for their purification 

according to the law of Moses, Mary and 

Joseph brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to 

present him to the Lord.  (As it is written in the 

law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be 

designated as holy to the Lord’), and they 

offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in 

the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two 

young pigeons.’ 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose 

name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
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devout, looking forward to the consolation of 

Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him.  It had 

been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 

would not see death before he had seen the 

Lord’s Messiah.  Guided by the Spirit, Simeon 

came into the temple; and when the parents 

brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what 

was customary under the law, Simeon took him 

in his arms and praised God, saying, 

   ‘Master, now you are dismissing  

       your servant in peace, 

      according to your word; 

   for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

   which you have prepared in the presence  

        of all peoples, 

   a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

      and for glory to your people Israel.’ 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed 

at what was being said about him.  Then 

Simeon blessed them and said to his mother 

Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and 

the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign 

that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts 

of many will be revealed – and a sword will 

pierce your own soul too.’ 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of 

Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.  She was of a 

great age, having lived with her husband seven 

years after her marriage, then as a widow to the 

age of eighty-four.  She never left the temple 
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Notices for Monthly Notice Sheet to Catriona by 

Tuesday, 28 January, very latest! 

01795 530553 

admin@stmaryofcharity.org 

All worship songs reproduced under CCL 89147 

but worshipped there with fasting and prayer 

night and day.  At that moment she came, 

and began to praise God and to speak about 

the child to all who were looking for the 

redemption of Jerusalem. 

When they had finished everything 

required by the law of the Lord, they 

returned to Galilee, to their own town of 

Nazareth.  The child grew and became 

strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour 

of God was upon him.    

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Coffee Morning, Cake Stall and  

Bring and Buy table top sale 

at St Mary of Charity 

10 am, Saturday, 8 February 2020 

raising funds and awareness of the  

VE Day Flower Festival in May 2020. 

Please speak to Val or Keith if you would like to be involved! 


