St Mary of Charity
The Benefice of Faversham
Christmas Day
25 December 2019
Welcome

Please stand to sing the Processional Carol

Christians, awake ! salute the happy morn,
whereon the Saviour of the world was born ;
rise to adore the mystery of love,
which hosts of angels chanted from above :
with them the joyful tidings first begun
of God incarnate and the Virgin's Son.
Then to the watchful shepherds it was told,
who heard the angelic herald's voice, 'Behold,
I bring good tidings of a Saviour's birth
to you and all the nations upon earth :
this day hath God fulfilled his promised word,
this day is born a Saviour, Christ the Lord.'
O may we keep and ponder in our mind
God's wondrous love in saving lost mankind ;
trace we the babe, who hath retrieved our loss,
from his poor manger to his bitter cross ;
tread in his steps, assisted by his grace,
till man's first heavenly state again takes place.
Then may we hope, the angelic hosts among,
to sing, redeemed, a glad triumphal song :
he that was born upon this joyful day
around us all his glory shall display ;
saved by his love, incessant we shall sing
eternal praise to heaven's almighty King.

The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Blessed are you, Sovereign God
our light and our salvation,
to you be glory and praise for ever.
to dispel the darkness of our night,
you sent your Son, the firstborn of all creation,
to be the Christ, the light of the world.
We rejoice in the mystery of the Word made flesh,
with all creation we acclaim him Emmanuel, God with us.
Blessed be God Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God forever.

The Lighting of the Candles
The sun of righteousness has dawned
with healing in his wings.
Let us come to the light of Christ,
confessing our sins in penitence and faith.
cf Malachi 4.2

God our Father, you sent your Son full of grace and truth:
forgive our failure to receive him.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Jesus our Saviour, you were born in poverty
and laid in a manger:
forgive our greed and rejection of your ways.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Spirit of Love, your servant Mary responded
joyfully to your call:
forgive the hardness of our hearts.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
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May God who loved the world so much
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour
forgive us our sins
and make us holy to serve him in the world,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The Gloria We stand to sing (to the tune of ‘At the name of Jesus’)
Glory in the highest to the God of heaven;
peace to all your people through the earth be given.
Mighty God and Father; thanks and praise we bring,
singing Alleluia to our heavenly king.
Jesus Christ is risen, God the Father’s Son;
with the Holy Spirit, you are Lord alone.
Lamb once killed for sinners, all our guilt to bear,
show us now your mercy, now receive our prayer.
Christ the world’s true Saviour, high and holy one,
seated now and reigning from your Father’s throne;
Lord and God, we praise you! Highest heaven adores:
in the Father’s glory, all the praise be yours!

Collect
Almighty God,
you have given us your only-begotten Son
to take our nature upon him
and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin:
grant that we, who have been born again
and made your children by adoption and grace,
may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen
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Reading

Isaiah 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness –
on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onwards and for evermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
Here ends the Lesson
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Epistle

Titus 2:11-14

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all,
training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in
the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright,
and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus
Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem
us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own
who are zealous for good deeds.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Carol

Please stand to sing

Joy to the world, the Lord is come !
let earth receive her King ;
let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.
Joy to the world, the Saviour reigns !
let all their songs employ ;
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.
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Gospel Reading

Luke 2:1-20

Please remain standing. When the Gospel is announced the reader says

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Saint Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the
angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you:
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God and saying,
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said
to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this
child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Please sit
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Talk
Affirmation of Faith

Please stand for the Affirmation

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.
Though he was divine,
he did not cling to equality with God,
but made himself nothing.
Taking the form of a slave,
he was born in human likeness.
He humbled himself and was obedient to death,
even the death of the cross.
Therefore God has raised him on high,
and given him the name above every name:
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father. Amen.
cf Philippians 2.6-11

Prayers
Please sit or kneed to pray. These responses may be used

Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
And at the end: Merciful

Father, accept our prayers, for the
sake of Your Son, our saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen

The Peace
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace.
cf Isaiah 9.6

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
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Offertory Carol We stand to sing
See him lying on a bed of straw,
a draughty stable with an open door ;
Mary cradling the babe she bore —
the Prince of glory is his name.
O now carry me to Bethlehem
to see the Lord of love again :
just as poor as was the stable then,
the Prince of glory when he came !
Star of silver, sweep across the skies,
show where Jesus in the manger lies ;
shepherds, swiftly from your stupor rise
to see the Saviour of the world !
Angels, sing again the song you sang,
sing the glory of God's gracious plan ;
sing that Bethl'em's little baby can
be salvation to the soul.

Communion
The Lord is here
his Spirit is with us
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Almighty God, good Father to us all,
your face is turned towards your world.
In love you gave us Jesus your Son
to rescue us from sin and death.
Your Word goes out to call us home
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to the city where angels sing your praise.
We join with them in heaven’s song:
Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord
Holy is the Lord God Almighty (x2)
Who was, and is, and is to come
Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord
Father of all, we give you thanks
for every gift that comes from heaven.
To the darkness Jesus came as your light.
With signs of faith and words of hope
he touched untouchables with love
and washed the guilty clean.
This is his story.
This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.
The crowds came out to see your Son,
yet at the end they turned on him.
On the night he was betrayed
he came to table with his friends
to celebrate the freedom of your people.
This is his story.
This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.
Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food;
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said:
This is my body, given for you all.
Jesus then gave thanks for the wine;
he took the cup, gave it and said:
This is my blood, shed for you all
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this in remembrance of me.
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This is our story.
This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.
Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup
we celebrate the cross
on which he died to set us free.
Defying death he rose again
and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world.
This is our story.
This is our song:
Hosanna in the highest.
Send your Spirit on us now
that by these gifts we may feed on Christ
with opened eyes and hearts on fire.
May we and all who share this food
offer ourselves to live for you
and be welcomed at your feast in heaven
where all creation worships you,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be Your name,
Your kingdom come, Your will be done
on earth, as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours
Now and for ever. Amen
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Invitation to Communion
God’s holy gifts
for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy,
Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
During Communion:

I saw a maiden; Pettman
After Communion we say together:

God our Father, whose Word has
come among us in the
Holy Child of Bethlehem:
may the light of faith illumine our hearts
and shine in our words and deeds,
through him who is Christ the Lord. Amen

Recessional Carol

Please stand to sing

O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come and behold him,
born the King of angels:
O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.
God of God,
light of light,
lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb;
very God,
begotten, not created:
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See how the shepherds,
summoned to his cradle,
leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear;
we too will thither
bend our footsteps:
Sing, choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
glory to God in the highest:
Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning,
Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n;
word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:
O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.
Let us bless the living God:
He was born of the Virgin Mary,
revealed in his glory,
worshipped by the angels,
proclaimed among the nations,
believed in throughout the world,
exalted to the highest heavens.
Blessed be God, our strength and our salvation,
now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing
Voluntary
The Vicar, Ministry Team and Churchwardens would
like to wish all of the parishioners of
St Mary of Charity a peaceful Christmas and
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a New Year filled with love
and compassion.

